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The 145th session of the North Georgia Annual Conference was held in Athens June 14th-17th.  McEachern 
was well represented by our appointed clergy, lay delegates, and several members who served as at-large 
delegates. Several things occurred that directly impact our congregation. 

¶ McEachern was recognized as one of the fifty fastest growing churches in membership out of the 930 
congregations that make up the North Georgia Conference. 

¶ McEachern was also named one of the fifty fastest growing churches in worship attendance. 

¶ McEachern also cracked the top fifty churches in number of professions of faith. 

¶ McEachern was one of only six churches in the conference named as a Church of Excellence                    
in Outreach. 

 
This was also one of the years we elected delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference. The General 
Conference meets every four years, is made up of 500 clergy and 500 Lay delegates, and is the only body that 
can speak for The United Methodist Church. Congratulations to our own Jeff Jernigan for being elected on 
the first ballot. The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference also meets every four years, primarily to elect 
bishops. Congratulations to Chris Higgins for being elected as a Reserve Lay Delegate. 
 
Finally, on Friday Bishop Watson set the appointments for the upcoming conference year. Rev. Cindy 
Blocksidge and Rev. Donna Goff will return for their eleventh years. Rev. Brian Tillman was appointed for 
his first year with us. Rev. Lucy and Rev. Hur Morales and I were appointed for our fifth year of ministry 
with the great people of McEachern. 
 
Thanks be to God for holy conferencing and our great United Methodist Church! 

 
God Bless, 

2011 Annual Conference 
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Upcoming Events 
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Womenõs Retreat 
2011 
October 14th-16th at Cohutta 
Springs Conference Center 

Wednesday Evening Prayer Group   
Wednesday Evening Prayer Group meets weekly at 6:30PM in the Chapel. Please join 
us in this precious time of fellowship as we lift up the concerns and praises of our  
congregation before the Lord. Pastor Allen leads us in a devotion and discussion time 
and then we spend 30 to 45 minutes in prayer. While praying out loud is encouraged it 
is definitely not mandatory. There will NOT be Nursery in July unless requested. If 
needed, please make a reservation at susan@mceachernumc.org or  
770-943-3008 ext 5006. 

The Counseling Center at McEachern 
UMC is now accepting appointments.  
 
It offers quality, affordable services for children, teens, 
womenõs and menõs issues, and marriage and family 
counseling.  
 
Appointment times are available on Sundays 5:30 to 
7:30PM, Monday 10AM to 1PM, Tuesday 5PM to 7PM 
and Wednesday 10 to 1PM and 5 to 7PM. Services are 
offered to our church family and the community on a 
sliding scale fee by licensed therapists.  
 
To request an appointment or for more information 
please call 770-943-3008 ext. 1215 or email  
counselingcenter@mceachernumc.org. 

Special guests include Babbie Mason and 
Lori Salerno. Ticket price $195 for 2 
nightõs lodging, 4 meals, and all retreat 
materials.  
 
Tickets now on sale at the  
Connection Point. 
 
Contact Janet Huffman at 
jchcpa@gmail.com or 678-523-4449  
for more information. 
 
 
ò... grasp how wide 
and long and high  
and deep is the love  
of Christ ...ó  

Ephesians 3:18(b) 

mailto:counselingcenter@mceachernumc.org
http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=jchcpa%40gmail.com


Missions 
Find us at http://www.mceachernumc.org/missions.shtml 
Email ourmissions@mceachernumc.org   
Facebook: McEachern United Methodist Missions }  
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Disaster Response Update 
We are still very involved in the disaster response effort in Meriwether County. Over 
150 homes were affected by the tornado, not nearly as tragic as some other areas but 
still a huge impact on a very disadvantaged rural area. Our teams have gone down there 
nearly every weekend to continue with the debris clean-up and recently some minor  
repairs. The next phase will involve casework evaluation to determine feasibility of  
rebuild projects. Our partnership with Manchester First United Methodist is strong and 
our goal is to assist them with all efforts. Most recently, we helped them provide teacher 
gift baskets to all the elementary school teachers, many of whom lost all possessions in 
their classrooms. Our next project is to provide tubs of teacher supplies by mid-July to 
help replace many of their lost items. Scholastic books were also purchased for all 
grades. The largest project that we will partner with Manchester UMC will be to  
provide all 822 elementary students with backpacks and school supplies! Many thanks to 
all who have given of their time to work on the weekends with the debris cleanup!  
How can you help? 1.) Get your name on the volunteer list for cleanup, repair, and  
rebuild! 2.) Sponsor a child or group of children for school supplies! 3.) Do you know a 
group that could sponsor the school supplies? 4.) Sponsor a teacher with supplies from 
the wish lists we have! 5.) Pray for the continued strength of those that lost their homes! 
For information on any of these opportunities, contact Rhonda Eberhard at  
cropamemory@bellsouth.net. 
 

Camp IMPACT begins! 
MMUMC, along with our sister church in the Czech Republic(C.R), Jihlava ECM, are 
pleased to announce a new & exciting initiative in our missions partnership. Camp  
IMPACT (In Missions Partnering Americans & Czechs Together),  for the first time ever, 
will bring Czech students and leaders to our church & Powder Springs, and involving 
them along with MMUMC students and leaders in locally-based missions activities. 
  
On Saturday, July 16, 2011, 10 Czech students and 3 Czech leaders will arrive in Powder 
Springs for the 12-day Camp IMPACT after having participated in our Summer Youth 
English Camp in Dankovice, C.R the previous week.  Among the local missions activities 
the students and leaders will be involved in are: feeding the homeless in Atlanta; preparing 
lunches for MUST Ministries; assisting in the warehouse at Sweetwater Valley CAMP; 
providing assistance at Cobb Street Ministries; helping with completion of a fire pit at 
Higher Ground at MMUMC; preparing and delivering summer lunches to tornado  
victims in Meriwether County. The desire is to help train new leaders in local mission 
service, and that the lessons learned will continue in service to their fellow countrymen 
once the Czech students and leaders return to their homeland. 
 
In addition to their local missions service, participants in Camp IMPACT will share 
morning devotions, youth praise worship, traditional and Transformation worship at 
MMUMC, as well as many fun-filled and recreational activities. The Czech students  
and leaders will be staying in host homes from the MMUMC congregation, and will  
experience first-hand a different culture from their own as they share time alone in  
fellowship with their host families. They will, also, spend a significant amount of their 
time here with members of MMUMCõs staff and lay leadership. 
 
Please be in prayer for Camp IMPACT, particularly for the impact that the campõs  
activities will have on all participants, as well as for the relationships that will be built and 
strengthened through local missions service, fun and fellowship. For more info regarding 
Camp IMPACT, please contact Brad Hulsey (Camp Director), at 404-391-2185, or the 
Missionõs office of MMUMC. 

Bible Adventure 
Camp a Success! 
Our week long camp for 33 
of the Hispanic children of 
our congregation was once 
again a success!  With a 
space theme, the children 
learned lessons every day  
in how their actions affect 
others. Special time was 
spent with their bibles  
learning the different parts 
and they also learned the 
meaning of salvation.  Many 
thanks to our volunteer 
counselors and to the  
members of our congregation 
that generously donated 
money to purchase the bibles 
for the children!   
- Rhonda Eberhard 
_______________________ 
 

Disaster Relief 
Thank you note   
Joyce & Claude Thompson 
(Warm Springs GA) sent a 
beautiful card thanking 
MMUMC & the Disaster 
team for their support, 
prayers, clean-up help and  
food as part of the disaster 
relief effort.  
_______________________ 
 

Mission July Calendar 
July 7thñ Team leaves 
for Advance Youth Camp   
July 16thñAdvance 
Youth Camp team & 
Czech Youth return. 
July 17thñCAMP  
Impact begins! 
July 29thñTeam leaves 
for Czech Rep. Adult  
Family Camp 
August 10thñCzech Rep. 
Adult family Camp team 
returns   

mailto:cropamemory@bellsouth.net


Discipleship 
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Childrenõs Ministry 

Join us this summer July 10th -14th for PandaMania fun with Vacation Bible 
School. Registration forms are available throughout the church and online.  
 
Family snack supper will be offered for $3 and served from 5 ð PM in Oaks Hall. 
VBS is from 6 - 8:30PM. Open to ages 3 years to completed 5th grade.  
 
If you would like to volunteer, you may indicate on the registration form, register 
online, or contact Beth Barclay, ext. 6008 or Jackie Gibbins, ext. 5018. Parents, 
please dress your child for messy crafts.  

AWANA ð This fall at 
MMUMC!  

Join TreeHouse Kids as we bring 
AWANA to McEachern UMC. 
AWANA is a non-denominational program that has been in existence 
for 60 years. AWANA stands for òApproved Workmen Are Not 
Ashamedó from 2 Timothy 2:15. The goal of Awana is for children to 
understand Godõs Word and be obedient to it.  
 
The AWANA program is designed to help each clubber learn about the 
Bible and apply Biblical truths to his or her life keeping in mind that the 
ultimate spiritual training comes from parents.  
 
AWANA clubs are age-graded and focus on Scripture knowledge and 
memorization. TreeHouse Kids will offer the clubs for children ages 3 
years to fifth graders beginning August 21. 
 
AWANA clubs will meet on Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:30 p.m. A 
schedule of the meeting nights will be posted on the website and given 
out the first night. Registration is required for all AWANA participants. 
Pre-registration dates and locations are as follows:  
During VBS:  
July 10 - 14 from 6-8:30PM in the Christian Life Center (CLC)  
Lobby 1st floor.  
Sunday, August 7 in the CLC Lobby (first and second floor) at 10:30AM 
Sunday, August 14 in the CLC Lobby (first and second floor) at10:30AM 
& 5:30PM in the CLC Great Room. 
 
AWANA annual dues are requested for each clubber. We ask families to 
pay a yearly due of $20 per child ($60 family max). This fee covers the 
childõs handbook for the year, AWANA awards the child will earn and 
other expenses. No child will be denied participation in AWANA due to 
an inability to pay yearly dues.  
 
We also ask that clubbers wear their clubõs uniform. Uniforms establish 
an identity for each clubber and are also a neat place to display awards. 
These can be purchased separately for $12 -18 after the child completes 
their entrance booklet. No child will be denied participation in AWANA 
due to an inability to purchase a uniform.  
 
òBe diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.ó - 2 Timothy 2:15  

TreeHouse Kids  
Mission Project for  
July - September  
The Childrenõs Ministry will be  
collecting monetary donations during 
this quarter for the purchase of school 
supplies for children in need at local 
schools in our area. Children can  
also bring school supply items: pencils, 
paper, notebooks, crayons, markers, 
glue sticks, etc. with them to church. 
Backpacks are also needed.   

EMBRACE SPECIAL  

NEEDS MINISTRY 
ZOO TICKETS! The Embrace Ministry 
(special needs) is selling discounted  
zoo tickets at the Connection Point on 
Sundays. They are regular daily admission 
tickets that are valid for a year (expiration 
April 1, 2012). The proceeds go to the  
Embrace Summer Camp! (Adult tickets 
$18, Children tickets $14) Silicone blue 
bracelets are also for sale that say  
EMBRACE for $1! If you have a special 
needs child who could benefit from extra 
help on Sunday mornings, please contact  
the childrenõs ministry. 
 
If you would like to help with special  
needs children on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 and/or 11:00, please contact the  
childrenõs ministry. 

VBS  
2011:  
Panda 
Mania 
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It is Christõs love that compels us to serve and 
bless others. Our ultimate goal is transformation. 
This month check out the great opportunities we 
offer students to transform their world. 
 
In Christ, 
Jason 

Student Ministry 

On July 10th, students are invited to help out 
with our VBS program. Please make sure to sign 
up with Jackie Gibbins or Beth Barclay or check 
the website at www.mceachernumc.org. 
Note: You must sign up if you want to help  
serve at VBS. 
 
 

Students are invited to join us for a local in-house 
mission opportunity that can rock their world  
for God! Several activities are offered to serve 
and engage our visiting Czech students in local 
kingdom work. Opportunities will be listed on 
the website. Email Jason at  
jason@mceachernumc.org if you are interested 
or have any questions 

Looking for a great way to put fuel to your faith this 
summer. Check out MOVE. A video-driven bible study 
that compels us to go deeper with Christ. Please check 
our schedule on the website. 

http://www.mceachernumc.org/youth
mailto:jason@mceachernumc.org
mailto:gerad@mceachernumc.org
mailto:lisa@mceachernumc.org

